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The data presented in this Report is organized into 11 key issue
areas. Within those areas, local, provincial, and national data is
included.

GRADES: GRADE: Windsor B | Essex County B | Seniors B | Youth B

A - We're doing great
B - We're making good progress

[ C - There’s room for improvement
1 / TOP PRIORITIES:
2024 Vital Signs® Report Launch This section highlights top responses for each issue

area.

WHAT YOU SAID:
This section highlights the results of what survey

respondents shared, along with select pieces of
feedback™.

DID YOU KNOW?

This section highlights important or interesting
initiatives related to the information presented in each
issue area.

HOW CAN | USE THIS REPORT?
The Vital Signs® Report serves as a starting point for
further conversations. It is intended to inform the
community about our priorities to better direct our
region’s resources and planning.

WHO USES THIS REPORT?

The Vital Signs® Report is a valuable tool for
understanding the needs of our community. Use this
Report to access the outlined programs and services,
or to develop new ones that address local needs. We
encourage  residents, businesses, community
organizations, educational institutions, and government
leaders to share and discuss the findings of this
Report.

*Some "What You Said” responses have been edited for clarity and brevity.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
If Vital Signs® is Windsor-Essex County’s

,, annual community check-up then the

- Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are

@ a global physical exam. Established as part

% of the United Nations’ Agenda 2030, the
SDGs consist of 17 interconnected

Py SEVELOPENT IS S
GOALS =9 objectives focused on eradicating poverty,
reducing inequality, and promoting
z responsible, sustainable growth by the end
\J of the next decade. The goals serve as a call
to action, advocating for the right of all
people to peace and prosperity.

More information on the Sustainable Development Goals is available at www.undp.org.SGDs

PROUD MEMBER OF . .. _ _ _ _ _ _
Vital Signs® is coordinated nationally by Community Foundations of Canada, with special thanks to the

COMMUNITY q . : . . . ® . . ®
b\fr EGUNDATIONS Toronto Community Foundation for developing and sharing the Vital Signs® concept. The Vital Signs
"’\ OF CANADA trademark is used with permission from Community Foundations of Canada.
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WINDSOR - ESSEX COUNTY’S POPULATION

WINDSOR - ESSEX WINDSOR CMA* ESSEX COUNTY*
COUNTY

422,630 349,615 73,016

**2021 Census Metropolitan Area

A

Statistics Canada’s estimation process, which adjusts for census
undercoverage and updates populations annually, estimates the
2024 population of the region at

483,556 Essex County 14% Windsor CMA 85%

Decline to Answer 1%

T

URVEY RESPONDENTS
MARITAL STATUS

24 or younger 5% .

O
60%

LIVED IN WINDSOR-

ESSEX COUNTY FOR:

INCOME R A A A A A

$0 to $19,999 12% LAW ARNAANMND

$20,000-$39,999 9% 7ﬁ\ Vﬁ\ Vﬁ\ Vﬁ\ 7ﬁ\ /’ﬁ

$40,000- 59,999 16% BORN IN CANADA

$60,000-$79,999 16% ¥ W Y B B

$80,000 ormore  25% * 4 *

Decline to Answer 13% Less than 2 years 5%

Not Aplicable LA

77% 23%
YES NO
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HEALTH, WELLNESS
& ACTIVITY

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C | Youth B-

TOP PRIORITIES

Improving access to mental health programs and services YOUNG WOMEN IN MOTION BREAKING BARRIERS WITH BIKES
— 40% WEST of Windsor & Bike Windsor Essex

Supported by WECF, CFC & KIA Canada through KIA Communities in Motion
Improving access to health professionals and services Photo captured by Justin Wu

D 40%

Increasing access to sports and physical activity programs

L 9%

Increasing access to oral health programs and services

o 5%

WHAT YOU SAID

of survey respondents said that, in
8170 general, | am happy in life always /

most of the time.

When it comes to the overall Health, Wellness and
Activity in Windsor-Essex County,

399 of survey respondents said we’re doing
° great / we're making good progress

56% said there’s room for improvement

“We need a central, fully resourced health hub that
combines mental health, physical care, oral health
& navigation support under one roof. This would
address gaps in healthcare and streamline services
for the community.” — 2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS
98.5 69.4

General Specialist
Physicians physicians

per 100,000 residents in Windsor & Essex County.

Seniors  (65+) represented

nearly 18% of the local @@@ 5070

population in 2016, with that :

number expected to grow to of youth in grades 7-12 are on
social media for 3+ hours daily,

2470 while only 3270

by 2029 achieve at least 60 minutes of
moderate-to-vigorous physical
activity 6-7 days per week.
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GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C|Youth C

TOP PRIORITIES
Providing a living wage to employees

36%
Decreasing the unemployment rate

22%
Ensuring youth are better prepared for the workforce

20%

Providing more support to local businesses

12%

WHAT YOU SAID

When asked about the quality of work opportunities
in Windsor & Essex County,

of survey said we're doing great /| we're
making good progress

32%

60%

said there’s room for improvement

“Providing skills training for the workforce for
adults, such as adult internships, and on the job
training should be a top priority.”

—2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

SURVEY RESPONDENTS’ CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS

WindsorEssex
Qommumty
Y Foundation

i -

COMMUNITY SERVICES RECOVERY FUND
Funded by the Government of Canada, delivered by CFC, United Way Centraide and the CanadianRed Cross

STATS

In spite of job board postings falling up to 1770 month over month
in June 2025, some key sectors saw strong demand growth and posting

increases, including:
+31%

f Educational Services

A and

/ﬂ é‘a Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting =+ 1 170
X

W
Xl (M

EMPLOYMENT

In June 2025, the unemployment rate in
Windsor-Essex stood at

11.2%

a 0.4 percentage point increase from May. This is
notably higher than the national rate of 6.9%

Jiz:
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¥ ENVIRONMENT

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C|Youth C

TOP PRIORITIES

Improving air quality WECF COMMEMORATIVE GROVE AT DERWENT PARK
26% Supported by WECF, Essex County Nature and Little River Enhancement Group
Improving the amount of connected green spaces

22%

Improving resilience to climate change

18%
Monitoring the health of Lake Erie

10%
Improving recycling programs

8%
Improving water quality

7%

927 of survey respondents said that
O Lake Erie’s health is extremely

important / moderately important.

WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how we’re doing when it comes to the
Environment in Windsor & Essex County,

36% of survey said we're doing great / we're
making good progress

62% said there’s room for improvement

“We should increase the awareness of the
importance of our incredibly unique ecosystem in
the area and supporting initiatives that can support
this.” —2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS

Since 1976, forest cover in the region has grown from

un;e‘:lo toover 8.5% /\/I

Qjibway Prairie Complex Local volunteers
is home to have collected over ()
160 10,000 pounds
Provincially rare species of trash during community |&
including numerous plants, clean-ups in the past year
insects and reptiles alone.

=y RES |02 |1 [ 16252
&



https://pibo.ca/en/observation/important-bird-area/
https://pibo.ca/en/observation/important-bird-area/
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GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C| Youth C

TOP PRIORITIES

Expanding social programming for at-risk individuals
L 32%
Reducing the use of illegal drugs

D 20%
Reducing crime levels

D 20%

Creating more proactive initiatives aimed at
reducing youth crime:

L 9%
WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how we’re doing in terms of SAFETY in
Windsor & Essex County

359, of survey said we're doing great / we're
making good progress

63%

said there’s room for improvement

“Cyber safety for youth should be a top priority.
We need more initiatives to create in-person

learning for children and parents.”
—2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS
1041 publicly accessible

AEDs are registered in the
region as of the start of 2025.

In Windsor & Amherstburg , personal

crimes were down LA
and crimes against property were

down about 1370 I/\/

in the first half of 2025.

ééé GETTING STARTED

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C| Youth C
TOP PRIORITIES

Increasing employment and educational opportunities for
newcomers

) 24%
Increasing awareness of racism and diversity issues
L) 21%
Improving foreign accreditation recognition:

L 16%
Improving how my community welcomes newcomers
- 11%
WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how we’re doing in terms of GETTING
STARTED in Windsor & Essex County

of survey said we're doing great / we're
38% making good progress
45% said there’s room for improvement

“Our community should prioritize connecting diverse
groups to one another, to strengthen and enhance

broader community connection as one.”
—2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS

The majority of newcomers
arrive between ages

25-44
making them vital to
economic participation
and community building.

25% 2

of the residents of
Windsor-Essex
County were born
outside of Canada.
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2] LEARNING

GRADE: Windsor B-|Essex County B-| Seniors B-| Youth B-

TOP PRIORITIES

Improving skill development for the workforce
L) 32%
Affordability of post-secondary education
D 28%
Better access to educational opportunities
[ 16%

Improved selection of post-secondary programs and
oppportunities

12%
WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how they would rate the quality of
LEARNING in Windsor & Essex County

of survey respondents said we're doing great /

92% we’re making good progress
42% said there’s room for improvement
“Schools should be providing mental health
education from JK to high school every year.”
—2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

SURVEY RESPONDENTS EDUCATION
57%

reported having a university certificate / diploma.
23%, said they have a college or other certificate / diploma.

12% said they completed high school.

' HOUSING

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C|Youth C
TOP PRIORITIES

Improving the affordability of housing
G 55%

Increasing the availability of housing with different levels
of assisted care

D 19%
Providing housing for the homeless

D 19%
WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how they would rate the quality of
HOUSING in Windsor & Essex County

15%. of survey respondents said we're doing great /
o we’re making good progress

82%

said there’s room for improvement

“There is more than one answer. While attacking the
lack of housing for the homeless is an urgent
priority, the lack of affordability in general is an
urgent medium term need.” —2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS

The average home price in Windsor
in June 2025

STATS

In September 2024, the Ontario
Provincial government announced a

$9 million .{6}
investment to support
skilled trades in Windsor-Essex.

Windsor and Essex County’s two
major public school boards serve

**" 60,000 L%

Housing supply increased in 2025, rising

16%
between June 2024

and June 2025

students




PREMIERE PARTNER

A PORT
A

WINDSOR

PROSPERITY FLOWS

WindsorEssex
Commumty
" Foundation

q--

GETTING AROUND

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C | Youth C
TOP PRIORITIES

Creating a regional transportation system
connecting Windsor and Essex County

L) 35%
Improving public transportation
() 28%

Improving and/or increasing the number of bike
pathways and/or pedestrian walkways

WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how they would rate the quality of
GETTING AROUND in Windsor & Essex County

14%

289, of survey respondents said we're doing great /
e we’re making good progress
68% said there’s room for improvement

“Strengthening (public transit) connectivity between
Windsor and surrounding towns would enhance
accessibility while supporting both environmental
and economic goals.” — 2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS

Through the 2024-2025 gas tax program,
the Ontario government allocated over

$9 million

to support public transit in Windsor and Tecumseh.

J e I | 13
=

Q
—Q
of Windsor commuters
use active transportation
methods, including

walking, cycling, and
public transit.

a | 10%

24%

@J FOOD SECURITY

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C|Youth A
TOP PRIORITIES

Improving access to locally grown food

G 30%
Improving access to fresh and nutritious food
L 28%
Increasing support for community food programs
D 27%
Increasing support for community food banks

@ 6%
WHAT YOU SAID

When asked how Windsor & Essex County is doing
when it comes to FOOD SECURITY

399, of survey respondents said we're doing great /
o we’re making good progress

said there’s room for improvement

58%

“Our community needs foodbanks that are open on
the weekend, or with extended hours into the early
evening, so those who work during the day can have

access to them.” — 2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS

In Windsor-Essex County, the weekly
cost of groceries for an adult individual

is estimated at 3115 W

| PONTETY 2 = Wmﬁﬂs
e

of residents of Windsor &
Essex County experienced

1y foodinsecurityin 2023.
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GRADE: Windsor B|Essex County B+ | Seniors B| Youth B- J¥™

TOP PRIORITIES

Increasing the number of arts & cultural opportunities
for those wanting to pursue a career

28%

Accessibility of art and cultural events

20%

Increasing the number of arts and cultural programs
for youth

20%

Providing more art in public spaces

16%

WHAT YOU SAID

When asked about the overall quality of ARTS &
CULTURE in Windsor & Essex County

62 of survey respondents said we're doing great /
° we’re making good progress

28% said there’s room for improvement

“We should Increase municipal funding for arts
organizations and provide more access to grants for
locals, to spur innovation .” — 2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

STATS
$199,250

was allocated to support local festivals including the Windsor

International Film Festival, Scarehouse Windsor, and Bright

b & & 4 Lights Windsor through the Provincial government’s 2025
Experience Ontario program.

1
o
.

Since 2016, Canadian Heritage has contributed over g
$1.6 million
©090
in funding to 29 arts and culture organizations. o °

4 [ BECENT WOl A “ S AT PLACL AR
1mcate TCOMOMIC CROWTH A DOMMUNETES 1 N0 STRING
. /\/ ||'!||'|I.'.|'::“5

M| il Al

Walpole iéland First Nation Mural Installation at the Canadian
Transportation Museum & Heritage Village
Supported by the WECF
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LEADERSHIP

GRADE: Windsor C|Essex County C | Seniors C|Youth C

BLACK BOYS CODE WINDSOR ADVANCEMENT PROJECT

TO P PR I 0 RITI ES Supported by WECF, CFC & KIA Canada through Kia Communities in Motion
Photo,captured by Justin Wu

Increasing opportunities for people to feel
included and connected

37%
Providing more initiatives to increase life satisfaction
30%

Creating initiatives to improve voter turnout

14%

Increasing opportunities to volunteer

@ 6%

WHAT YOU SAID

When asked about the overall quality of BELONGING &
LEADERSHIP in Windsor & Essex County

40% of survey respondents said we're doing great /
we’re making good progress

52% said there’s room for improvement

“Strengthening leadership and fostering a true sense
of belonging in Windsor-Essex County should be a
top priority. This requires improving professional
standards among leadership, addressing systemic
issues that lead to divisiveness, and creating spaces
where residents feel valued and heard.”

—2025 SURVEY RESPONSE

32(70 of elligible voters turned out to the polls in _ _ -
the last Municipal election, in 2022, with women and $ Online charitable giving rose
98,000 voters people of colour even further underrepresented. 24%
in Windsor and Essex County cast 0ctober 26, 2026 o nationally in
ballots in advance polls during the : " : January & February of 2025.
2025 Federal Election. is the date when the next general municipal elections
will take place in the region.

I PO 10 USSR 16
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OUR VISION
W] ndSOI'EsseX Inspiring philanthropy, to benefit our community, today and forever!

r1C01’I] munity ourmssion

-4'” d -tl We build a better Windsor-Essex community by attracting and managing legacy
‘ Oun a On funds, making grants to support local programs, and bringing community partners

together.

ABOUT WECF

The WindsorEssex Community Foundation (WECF) is a charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in Windsor-
Essex County through collaboration, strategic leadership, and innovative philanthropic solutions. For over 40 years, we have been
committed to creating opportunities for prosperity and improving our communities.

Founded in 1983 as Heritage Windsor, WECF serves as a perpetual community trust for philanthropic purposes. We help donors
establish lasting legacies that benefit our community today and into the future. To date, we have invested over $17.8 million and
managed over $32 million in assets.

WECF leads several impactful programs in the region, including Inspiration 100™, Vital Signs®, and Random Act of Kindness Day™. By
attracting and managing legacy funds, making grants to local initiatives, and fostering collaboration among community partners, we
strive to build a better Windsor and Essex County.

WECF thanks our valued partners in community for supporting the Vital Signs® program. Together, through shared commitment and
collaboration, we strengthen our region. Hearing from our community helps guide our work—and reminds us that when we listen, learn,
and act together, we all grow stronger.

7\
partners in {\9?/)

31 philanthropy invested

3 The WECF has @

invested over

i

11 2 community

$18.9 million over 1.1 million

) L invested in community in
in community since 1983. W 2024-2025.

$959,850 t 60

charities from Donor-Advised
& Agency Funds held at the
WECF.

investments to 73

community partners in
the past year alone.

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
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[FINANCIAL GROUP Family | Health | Team

Hawkins G Co. Towk of :
—/7 FACCA INCORPORATED \\—. @ nm:?lsulas | CPAs Tec U mseh DOMVIN @ N

v Canadian Meajtafl Y
>< gyl Li *@ Irmas.'nanople Vy(..) \611 familyservices

TR WA B A U RS FRS MULTICULTURAL COUNCIL

cccccccccccccccccccccc
FAMILY RESPI'I'E SERVICES OF WINDSOR AND ESSEX COUNTY

www.wecf.ca n m @WECFoundation  P:519-255-6672  E:info@wecf.ca 3200 Deziel Drive, Suite 511, Windsor, ON N8W 5K8



