
 

Mountain Equipment Co-op is Canada’s leading outdoor retailer.  Founded in 1971, it is 

a cooperative with 2.5 million members in 192 countries and a network of stores across 

Canada, a comprehensive webstore and phone/mail order service. Its philosophy is summed 

up in a simple phrase: “As a cooperative, MEC exists to serve the needs of our members. 

Our products are built with purpose, people and the planet in mind.”  

That concern for the environment permeates all aspects of Mountain Equipment Co-op’s business 
– from working constantly to reduce the ecological footprint of its operations, to making grants to 
strengthen environmental organizations, to purchasing land to protect Canada’s wild spaces and 
recreational resources. 

With its head-office in Vancouver, MEC turned to Vancouver Foundation in 1993 to partner in its 
community involvement. 

(C ONTI NUED O N REVERSE)  

Community  
foundations  
provide a simple, 
powerful, and 
highly personal 
approach to  
giving. 
 
We offer a variety of 
giving tools to help 
businesses achieve their 
charitable goals. You 
can give cash, shares or 
other assets, and 
receive maximum 
charitable and tax 
benefits along with in-
depth knowledge about 
community needs and 
opportunities. For more 
information and ideas on 
ways to integrate your 
corporate goals with 
charitable giving, 
contact your local 
community foundation. 

 

Helping companies 
do good things 
for people  

Providing the means to meet 
community needs.  
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A Donor Advised Fund 

provides company executives and 

employees a simple, flexible, and 

effective method for funding grant 

awards to meet critical local needs. 

The benefits  

A community foundation is… 

a simple way to fulfill multiple 

charitable interests. Businesses can give 

through us to have an impact on a 

number of nonprofit organizations. 

MEC endowed a donor advised fund at Vancouver Foundation. Its purpose is to fund 
periodic, strategic land purchases to benefit Canada’s natural environment and protect 
outdoor recreation opportunities. 
 
Over the years, the fund has grown – often in creative ways that suit MEC’s philosophy: 
besides direct corporate investments, vendors contribute to the fund and members are 
encouraged to divert their dividends into the fund. 
 
Mountain Equipment Co-op recognizes Vancouver Foundation’s expertise in the not-for-
profit field and partners with them in other environmental networks and projects. The 
foundation manages MEC’s fund capital and in turn, as a fund holder, MEC helped spark 
the community foundation’s socially responsible investment portfolio. 
 
There are many other examples of companies taking advantage of community foundation 
knowledge and systems to enhance their charitable giving. A corporate fund is: 

Simple. Employees don’t have to devote long hours to charitable giving; the process is 
smooth and efficient. 

Flexible. The company can give a variety of assets, recommend grants several times during 
the year, and change their giving to suit evolving priorities. 

Effective. The company can draw on the community foundation’s expertise as needed, to help 
target its corporate charitable giving to best meet community priorities. 

 
Like Mountain Equipment Co-op, businesses can plan to grow their funds through periodic 
gifts that qualify for charitable donation receipts. The fund provides an ongoing vehicle to 
support community needs in good times and bad, flexibility to change priorities from year to 
year, and enhanced pride for company employees.  

There’s so much more we’d like you to know. Your community foundation provides personalized service and a 
variety of giving vehicles. We welcome the opportunity to work with you and your advisor to fulfill your unique 
charitable objectives. 


