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Gifts of  
Appreciated  
Stock 

Turning stock market gains 
into community investment 

Everybody wins when you make a gift of appreciated stock to your community foundation. 

Your gains are put to good use. Your gift of stock is reinvested in your community, and it 

qualifies for an immediate tax credit equal to the full fair market value. 

Here’s how it works: 

• You make a gift of appreciated stock to your community foundation. 

• Your gift can be placed in any of our charitable funds. For example, you can use your gift to 
create a Donor Advised Fund in your name or your family’s name. You can then stay involved in 
recommending uses of your fund. 

• Your gift qualifies for a tax credit based on the full market value of your stock. Plus, you 
eliminate the capital gains tax that would otherwise arise from the sale of this stock. 

• With gifts of appreciated stock, your stock market earnings translate into community impact, 
so you get a more rewarding return on your portfolio. 

Generating a 
return for your 
community. 
 
“We used our shares of  
McDonald’s Corporation to  
engage young people in caring 
for our community,” say Therese 
and Kent Newcomb. They  
donated the appreciated  
securities to help Hamilton  
Community Foundation establish 
a Youth Advisory Committee. 
The young people research 
community needs, make grants 
to youth-oriented projects, learn 
leadership skills and strengthen 
their commitment to the  
community. Donating the shares 
was simple, and saved the  
capital gains tax that would  
otherwise arise from sale of the 
stock. “This gift is a legacy for the 
future of our community,” say the 
Newcombs.  
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Gifts of Appreciated Stock 

Ten reasons 
people choose to give through community foundations: 

one We are a local organization with deep roots in the 
community  six We partner with professional advisors to create highly 

effective approaches to charitable giving  

two Our staff and volunteers have broad expertise 
regarding community issues and needs  seven We offer maximum tax advantage for most gifts under 

federal law  

three We provide highly personalized service tailored to 
each individual’s charitable and financial interests  eight We multiply the impact of gift dollars by pooling them 

with other gifts and grants  

four Our funds help people invest in the causes they care 
about most  nine We build endowment funds that benefit the community 

forever and help create personal legacies  

five We accept a wide variety of assets, and can facilitate 
even the most complex forms of giving  ten We are a community leader, fostering collaboration on 

issues of broad interest to create positive change.  

“Stock certificates 
have become the new currency 

of charity.” 

EM O R Y  TH O M A S ,  JR .  
M S N BC  CO R R E S P O N D E N T   

Who donates gifts of appreciated stock?

Giving appreciated stock through a community foundation is a popular vehicle that appeals to 
a range of givers — individual investors, families, entrepreneurs, and even groups of friends 
who have formed investment clubs.  
 
It’s a simple, smart, highly rewarding approach to giving.  
 
Why donate gifts of appreciated stock? 

You can use your stock to establish a charitable fund that benefits the local agencies and 
programs you care about most. Support special programs for at- risk youth, senior citizens, or 
other people in need. Address environmental concerns. Support the arts. 
 
We’ll help you fulfill your personal charitable goals. And we can do it through a fund  
established in your name, in the name of your family or business, or in honour of any person 
or organization you choose. 
 
Plus, you receive special tax advantages — including a tax deduction on the full market value 
of your gift, and the ability to eliminate the capital gains tax you’d normally pay when selling 
appreciated stock. 
 
Putting stock in charity is a good thing for everybody. 

There’s so much more we’d like you to know. Your community foundation provides the flexibility to help people meet a broad 

range of needs through a variety of vehicles. We welcome the opportunity to work with you and your advisor to fulfill your 

charitable objectives and community interests. 


