
 

 
Paul and Adelle Deacon established a tradition of philanthropy. Years after Paul’s 

death, Adelle carries on that legacy with their children.  

Paul and Adelle Deacon moved to Ottawa from Toronto in 1979 when Paul was appointed 
vice-president of Maclean Hunter Ltd. They soon became as involved in the Ottawa 
community as they had been in Toronto, particularly as supporters of the performing arts.  

Their opportunity to set up a fund with the Community Foundation of Ottawa came when 
Maclean Hunter was bought by another company. Because of the takeover, Paul was forced 
to sell stock he had acquired in the company over the years. A gift to the community 
foundation provided both tax relief and the chance for lasting philanthropy. 

Paul and Adelle made a $500,000 gift to create a donor-advised family fund at the 
Community Foundation of Ottawa. They named it for the street they lived on there. At the 
same time,  they established a similar fund at Toronto Community Foundation. They 
wanted to support both of the communities that meant so much to them. 

 

 

 
(C ONTI NUED O N REVERSE)  

Community 
foundations provide 
a simple, powerful, 
and highly personal 
approach to giving. 
 
We offer a variety of giving 

tools to help people achieve 

their charitable goals. You 

can give cash, appreciated 

stocks, real estate, or other 

assets, and can receive 

maximum charitable and tax 

benefits. For more 

information and ideas on 

ways to integrate your 

financial planning with 

charitable giving, ask your 

financial advisor or contact 

your local community 

foundation. 

 
Creating a family 
tradition 
 
Helping your children 
experience the joy of 
 giving. 
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“We reflect together on the things Paul cared   

about and then we look at new needs and 

opportunities that have arisen. We often say 

wouldn’t Paul have loved this!’” 

 

 

A platform for long-term generosity. By endowing their funds, Paul and Adelle ensured the 
giving would continue in the years ahead, and when Paul died in 1996, friends and family 
made additional memorial contributions to the funds. 
 

The Deacons encouraged their three daughters and two sons to continue the family’s 
philanthropic traditions. Son James, who has helped Adelle with the Ottawa fund is impressed 
by the range of philanthropic opportunities brought forward by the Community Foundation of 
Ottawa. “The community foundation fund allows us to make meaningful contributions to a 
local school breakfast club as well as to a national arts organization,” he says. Adelle points 
out the flexibility: “We have been able to respond to some of the terrible recent crises in the 
world, like the tsunami, without skimping on our traditional local support.” 

Professional advice and assistance. The community foundation supports the family’s 
philanthropy by handling all the administrative details of the fund – everything from reporting 
to Canada Revenue Agency to sending cheques to grant recipients. More importantly, the 
foundation reviews potential grant recipients, brings new information to the family, and 
celebrates Paul’s memory. “We meet with Adelle and James and talk about the organizations 
the family supports and the issues Paul was interested in,” says Barbara McInnes, the 
foundation’s CEO. “We reflect together on the things Paul cared about and then we look at 
new needs and opportunities that have arisen. We often say ‘wouldn’t Paul have loved this!’” 

Since 1994, the Adelle and Paul Deacon Acacia Fund has granted more than $350,000 to 
charitable organizations. The fund has also grown. By investing within the community 
foundation’s larger pool of capital, the Deacon’s fund has risen to over $640,000, ensuring 
that the family tradition of giving that Adelle and Paul established will continue – and grow – 
for generations to come. 

 

There’s so much more we’d like you to know. Your community foundation provides personalized service and a 
variety of giving vehicles. We welcome the opportunity to work with you and your advisor to fulfill your unique 
charitable objectives. 

 A Donor Advised Fund 

provides the donor with immediate 

tax benefits, and allows the entire 

family to stay involved in choosing 

grant awards that are made 

possible by the fund. 

  

The benefits  


